
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
colleagues,

Yours sincerely

Ludwig A. Soukup
EMO-President

Another year has passed. If we take a look back, we have to 

c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  

European economic crisis 

has not spared our 

industry.  In particular, 

the Southern and Eastern 

European countries are 

struggling to remain 

strong and with little 

immediate prospect of 

recovery.

2012 was a year that 

showed us that the 

direction we had to take, 

t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  

Brussels, is inevitable. We 

have to proceed with our strategy, because in Brussels they 

continue to move forward. Only together do we have a 

chance to influence and protect our industry. The 

European Commission is increasingly focused on 

environmental and health protection. This is also reflected 

in all new laws and regulations, and of course those that 

affect us, like the Construction Products Regulation. 

Whether the regulation is a blessing or a curse, is a topic of 

the article "The new Construction Products Regulation".

Our focus to Brussels affects not only our business but also 

EMO's structure. In 2013, it is planned to move our seat to 

Brussels to bring the voice of our industry to the heart of 

what the European Union is. In this regard we are also 

looking for a new General Secretary, who will represent us 

in Brussels. The filling of this position is currently being 

clarified. This step is absolutely necessary in order to exert 

influence and play an increasingly visible and active role. 

In addition to the already very successful work in the 

technical committees we can devote more time and energy 

for the European Commission or the European Parliament 

and its committees through this new structure.

A highlight this year is the second European Mortar Summit, 

on the 7th June, which will be held in Barcelona. The motto 

"Build the Future with mortar!" already suggests that the 

full-day event will deal with the question of what the 

future of our industry and products will look like. As in 

Paris, 2011, we will have a gala dinner the evening before. I 

am looking forward to professional exchanges and a 

reunion with you, but of course, new participants are also 

welcome! Further information can be found on the 

following pages and also on our new website 

. www.euromortar.com

EMOnews
1st steps toward building the future

German Building Authorities lost case in court:

EMO 2.0

The new website as a business card

The realignment of the EMO was the impetus for further 

change. For stronger European commitment, it was not 

enough, just to revise the existing site. Rather, something 

completely new was needed: a website that presents the 

changes in the EMO to the public. 

With a modern website we meet the requirements, which 

correlate with the realignment. The target group is the 

member associations of EMO and its members, potential 

members, the general external audience, including those 

studying building materials and related topics.

What exactly does the site offer? The website is intended as a 

service portal. You can find a lot of information on EMO 

itself, such as the goals and projects of EMO, the role of EMO 

in the mortar industry and of course to it's members. The 

website also contains information about the product range, 

the history and the use of mortar. You can also present the 

image of your company on our partner's page. Members are 

welcome to contact us to discuss this opportunity further. 

On the home page you will find the news concerning the 

mortar industry and you can use the EMOdico to translate 

EMO-President Ludwig A. Soukup

No additional requirements for products 

according to a European standard

Mineral wool is a building product covered by EN 13162. In 

spite of this, the German building authorities (DIBt) require 

additional Technical Approvals. Without having such an ap-

proval mineral wool is not allowed to be used as a building 

product in Germany. A well-known producer of mineral wool 

took this case to court and won.

The German practice was as follows: German building 

German Building Authorities lost case in court

authorites "check" every harmonized European standard. If 

they find the standard incomplete they adopt additional 

national regulations. These regulations could end up in an 

obligation for national Technical Approvals or in so-called 

national "supplementary standards" becoming legal by 

publication in the official list of German standards.

The Administrative Court now stopped this practice. If 

German authorities are of the opinion that harmonized 

European Standards are incomplete they will be obliged to 

use the pro-cedures given in the CPR instead of adopting 

supplementary national regulations. However, the court's 

decision is still open to 

appeal because of its fun-

damental significance. 

 
The CE mark siginificantly 

outweighs the German 

"Ü-Zeichen".

Court decision:

and explain technical terms. It is available in English, German, 

Portuguese, French, Italian and Russian. More languages are 

planned. The entry of a part of a term is sufficient to enable 

reference to the whole. You are invited to try the EMOdico right 

away!

For the associations and their members the Members Area is of 

particular importance. This serves as a common working 

platform and facilitates exchange between individuals. This 

closed area contains all the EMO-internal information, such as 

internal news, meeting dates and events, minutes, news from 

Brussels and technical articles. The forum may be used for 

technical requests or exchange ideas with each other just like 

that.

Visit our new website at:
 

www.euromortar.com
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The Association activities:

Protection of common interests in technical, environmental and 

organization areas.

Managing of common technical, technological and social 

matters.

Solution of environment protection problems. 

Science and technology supporting including research and 

development achievements application and technical 

standardization. 

Providing expert opinions and consultantship in the 

discipline. 

Creating conditions for services improvement for building 

industry. 

Organization of professional workshops and building up 

cooperation with external national and foreign professional 

institutions.

Country Presentation

Czech 
Republic

SV SOMS ČR,  the Czech Mortar Association was established in 

April 2002, after undergoing a 10-year long co-operation with 

the Czech Lime Association and the Czech Cement 

Association.

The Czech Mortar Association represents more than 90% of the 

production capacity of dry mortars in th Czech Republic.

 

The Czech Mortar Association has 11 members (companies), 

these are producing dry mortars in 20 plants all over the Czech 

Republic. In the year 2011 these producers place on the 

market 1,3 million tons of dry mortars.

www.euromortar.com
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Organisational structure:

The Association is represented by a Board of Directors. 

The Association has a Technical Section The Association has a 

Section for ETICS (External Thermal Insulating Component 

System). 

The Czech Mortar Assotiation closely cooperates with the 

Research Institute of Binding Materials Prague, s.r.o., mainly 

in the  areas of  science, technology and technical 

standardization. 

The Czech Mortar Association is a member of EMO. 

Board of Executives:

Ing. Jiri Benacek (Vapenka Vitosov) 

Chairman SV SOMS ČR

Ing. Antonin Polanka (Hasit)– Vice-President and 

Chairman of the Technical Section

Mgr. Radovan Dolba (Baumit) - Vice-President and 

Chairman of the ETICS section

Radovan DolbaAntonin Polanka Jiri Benacek

Build the future with mortars!Let‘s take the initiative - NOW!

Czech Manufacturers:

special mortar 4 %
masonry mortar 13 %

render - 
plaster 32 %wet mortar 

-facades only 3 %

etics 
adhesives 16 %

tile 
adhesives 
a grout 11 %

flooring and screed 21 %

Basic products allocation in the Czech Republic 2011

Contact:
Svaz výrobců suchých omítkových          
a maltových směsí ČR

K Cementárně 1261

153 00 Praha 5 - Radotín

e-mail:    
 

svsoms@svsoms.cz
www.svsoms.cz

Construction products: Environmental and 

health aspects become the decisive factor

Starting Position

Consequences

Only one way out

According to the new "Construction Products Regulation" 

environmental and health aspects of construction products 

now become the decisive factors. Comprehensive 

requirements related to the environmental impact of any 

construction product will be developed in due time and 

become part of the European standards.

Excessive environmental and health requirements may result 

in

complete disappearance of products, if requirements 

cannot be fulfilled (by reason of too severe 

requirements),

new tests (approx. 150.000 € only for the initial type 

test in one production plant!), new certificates and 

new bureaucratic burden.

There is only one way out: If the industry is able to present 

enough scientific data the product will be classified by the 

European Commission into the category "without testing" 

(WT) or "without further testing" (WFT). Having once been 

classified in this way the use of the product becomes easy. 

The producer is no longer forced to carry out individual tests 

as long as his product belongs to the classified range. A WT or 

WFT classification will demonstrate to the customer that he 

is using an eco-friendly material.

Substantial investigations for mortar products have already 

been made in several European countries. These existing 

data have to be collected and to be completed by new 

investigations if need be. A comprehensive research report 

("Technical Dossier") should be the result.

Any other alternative will lead to an enormously higher 

financial burden on every single company (the bigger the 

company, the higher the costs!) and increases the risk of a 

total replacement of some products, perhaps by other, 

competitor materials, as a result of excessive European 

requirements.

EMO has charged an independent institute to collect all 

available data and to create a comprehensive "Technical 

Dossier" which will then be submitted to the European 

Commission. The leading institute in this field in Europe is 

ECN (Petten, Netherlands). The work is in progress.

How to act?

Is there any alternative?

Step by step

1

2

Financing

We are very proud of having those very active and 

supporting members!

The project is managed by Antonio Caballero González, who 
coordinates the activities between all parties involved: 

industry, EU-Commission, Institute, CEN.

The project is financed by the members of the "EMO CONSORTIUM 

for the validation of the environmental characteristics of mortar 

with regard to the legal requirements of the Construction 

Products Regulation". Members of the Consortium are the 

national mortar associations of the following countries: France, 

Germany, Spain, UK, Austria, Czech Republic, Finland, 

Netherlands, Portugal, Belgium and Norway.

The CONSORTIUM has been founded on 19-07-2012 and all 

members have signed the CONSORTIUM Rules. 

Hundreds of samples have been subjected to outdoor tests in 

Germany. These trials 

cover a significant 

range of mortar pro-

ducts in use today. The 

results will become an 

important part of the 

"Technical Dossier".

mailto:svsoms@svsoms.cz
http://www.svsoms.cz


Interview
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Robert Benedé is the General Secretary of ANFAPA, Asociación 

Nacional de Fabricantes de Morteros Industriales. 

In an interview with Carlos Duarte (EMO Vice President), he 

told Mr. Duarte about the work of the National Association of 

Mortar Producers.

Mr. Benedé: Yes indeed, it was founded in 1987, and therefore 

this year we have celebrated our 25th anniversary. ANFAPA is 

an Association with Associate Members that have celebrated 

their centenary and their 75th anniversary. It can seem that 25 

years are a small journey, but in fact it is already a long and 

fruitful way.

The Association was created with the purpose of improving the 

quality level of mortars and this objective has been 

accomplished over the course of time, both in the 

manufacturing of the product and in the application. It began 

devoting itself to the one coat mortars and later it was 

extended to other types of mortars, like tile adhesives ETICS 

and repair mortars, that is to say we are focused on technical 

mortars, with greater added value.

The achievement of this goal that gave rise to our Association 

remains today the main engine of all our activities. 

The 6 most representative companies of the country, BASF 

Mapei, Parex Group, Propamsa, Sika and Weber, are all 

multinational companies, except Propamsa which is part of 

the Ciments Molins group. 

These are Com-panies of different profiles that have been 

capable of collaborating a-mong themselves and have been 

able to find that they are joined by the same vision.

Throughout these years, we have been capable of tackling 

together a large number of activities and actions, in spite of 

the struggle for the market in which the companies are 

vigorous competitors. We have managed to develop common 

projects moving in the field of the generic one, and thus 

communicating the market efficiency and quality of our 

constructive systems compared to other existing solutions.

EMO: ANFAPA is an Association established in 

1987. Please, tell us a brief history of your 

Association.

EMO: How do you support your Associate 

Members? 

Please, tell us about your relations with Spanish 

Construction Institutions, Authorities, 

Universities, Laboratories, etc.?

EMO: Spain (like other European Countries) is 

dealing with a Construction Crisis, due to some 

excesses in the construction of new buildings. 

What are the ANFAPA's initiatives to help your 

Associate Members to overcome this situation?

Mr. Benedé: ANFAPA is responsible for 

representing them as a group, to have a 

voice in a broad manner, without the 

limitations that might arise in the case of a 

single company, to achieve a common 

opinion for all the companies that make up 

the Association, this is best received in the 

different forums.

Therefore ANFAPA is present and maintains 

fluent relations with the different entities 

related to our sector, such as the Ministry of 

Industry, the Energy Agencies (national and 

regional), the Technological Institutes of 

Construction (Instituto Eduardo Torroja, 

ITEC, AIDICO, IVE,...), the professional 

associations of Architects and Surveyors, as 

well as the University, National Society for 

Normalization AENOR, other professional 

associations such as Ascer (ceramic tiles 

producers), Andimat (thermal insulation), 

Anape (EPS)...

Related to our objective of maintaining the 

quality of our positive business aims, 

ANFAPA devoted much time and effort to 

promotion, and therefore have organised 

more than 300 conferences in various forums, mostly in 

professional associations of architects and surveyors.

With the philosophy of transferring to professionals the 

precise knowledge of our products and systems so that they 

can specify and use them correctly and effectively control 

their actual use and implementation.

All this departs from the premise of promoting our solutions 

as an alternative to others that do not include the mortar, so 

that we achieve growth in our market by positioning our 

solutions as effective and quality solutions.

Mr. Benedé: ANFAPA participates in a variety of group 

initiatives with other associations to promote this objective. 

The Ad-ministration specifies initiatives to encourage the 

rebuilding and refurbish-

ment of buildings. It is in 

these subsectors where we 

can find opportunities for 

activity, in the current 

situation of low demand 

and with a large number of 

unsold homes.

Now, in 2013 new statutory 

requirement by which the 

seller of a used housing 

must provide to the buyer 

the energy certification of 

the property will be 

required, which must include 3 proposals for improvement. This 

initiative is going to be a source of labour for our external thermic 

insulation systems, and ANFAPA is planning specific actions to 

position itself in this area.

Mr. Benedé: ANFAPA joined EMO in the year 1993, and since then 

we have a very friendly and easy relationship, this has allowed us 

to have direct access to information about the world of mortars in 

Europe and to keep track of all the European standardization 

processes.

The exchange of information and the possibility of discussing 

specific aspects are of value to our companies, and this, occurs in 

a direct way, through the various meetings of EMO, and that 

complements the full information that comes from the different 

headquarters of the companies themselves. It allows us to be very 

aware of what will be specified, as well as initiatives that are 

expected to be developed in the future.

I remember especially, that in the beginning we had great support 

from EMO in communicating the evolution of the new European 

rules which were being prepared and the various technical 

arguments, as well as the criteria for CE marking.

A result of this excellent assistance was the celebration of the 

General Assembly of EMO in 1998 in Barcelona, just as this year 

will host the second European Mortar Summit.

We also believe that to have a unified presence of all the 

European mortar industry may enable us more to the Community 

legislator our concerns and needs.

Mr. Benedé: We hope that this will provide a good opportunity to 

learn new strategies and approaches in the field of mortars, 

which will allow us to see first-hand where the future of our 

industry lies, both in the research of new products, and in the 

issue of new requirements, especially in the field of the 

environment.

We think that it can also be a good opportunity for our members 

to share concerns with their European colleagues.

Head office:
Avda. Vía Augusta 15-25, 
08174 Sant Cugat del Vallés, 
Barcelona, Spain

 

EMO: ANFAPA has been an EMO Associate Member 

for a long time. How do you evaluate your 

relationship with EMO?

EMO: The 2nd European Mortar Summit is being 

organised in Barcelona in the next June, 7.

What are the expectations for ANFAPA and for Spain 

in hosting this event?

www.anfapa.com

Robert Benedé

http://www.anfapa.com
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The new Construction Products Regulation - A blessing or a curse?

Coming soon... 

What will change?

…The new Construction Products Regulation has been 

published in the Official Journal of the European Union on 4 

April, 2011 and came into force exactly 20 days after that 

date. However, the most important articles will not become 

effective before 1 July, 2013. In contrast to the former 

Construction Products Directive (CPD) the new regulation 

(CPR) is directly valid in all EU member states - it does not 

need to be enforced by national law and more importantly 

there is no room left for national modification or change!

A disaster? Did the European associations completely fail? The 

answer is "yes and no". Two facts are beyond dispute: The CPR 

culminates in bureaucracy and useless paperwork of 

unforeseen dimensions. And: During the phase when the 

Commission and the European Parliament worked on the CPR 

there was a lot of pressure from our European associations 

and their active members, but this could have been greater!

What will change? Producers have to issue so-called 

"Declarations of Performance" (DOP) for every product they 

place on the market. The DOP replaces the "Declaration of 

Conformity" according to the "old" CPD. The main difference is 

that the former Declaration of Conformity only had to be 

made available upon request whereas the new DOP is 

obligatory to be delivered with every batch of delivered 

products - independently whether it is delivered to a 

professional or a private customer! And - even worse - the 

Safety Data Sheet has to be attached to the DOP!

This could end up in tons of paper. European Associations are 

working on a European data base where producers may store 

all their DOPs and make them available to their customers. A 

complete paperless process which will save millions of Euro 

for all involved groups! EMO will keep its members informed 

about further developments.

A further difficulty occurs from the new CPR: It has become 

greener! The CPR contains far-reaching requirements 

concerning the environmental behavior of construction 

products, e.g. the release of dangerous substances. These 

new requirements will unfold their full potential when 

European standards have defined test methods and when 

Member States will have introduced legal requirements 

based on these standards. EMO is already working on a 

common approach in order to relieve the mortar producers 

from the responsibility to test every product (see article 

"Let's take the initiative").

Beyond these difficulties it hardly appears worth talking 

about CE marking. The manner in which CE marking has to 

occur on dry mortar bags or delivery notes of ready-to-use 

mortar has changed. It mainly concerns the extent of the 

accompanying information.

What can we learn from this? The new CPR has been 

negotiated for years. The European Associations took part in 

the discussion and prevented the worst outcomes. At the end 

of the day, the CPR is the best achievable compromise 

between the Commission, the Parliament, Member States 

and last but not least the industrial stakeholders 

(contractors, construction product manufacturers, 

distributors, etc.) with their own individual views and 

preferences. EMO was well represented by its European 

umbrella association CEPMC and was part of a network of 

sectorial associations. Would a more active role of EMO have 

influenced things to the better? Maybe. Did EMO assume its 

share of responsibility and take its share of the lobbying 

work? No, unfortunately not, due to the ongoing lack of 

resources. But let's not look to the past, let's focus on the 

future: with its new efficient structure EMO will soon be 

ready to assume its adequate share of responsibility!

Due to  the new 

Construction Products 

Directive the CE mark 

becomes "green" …. 

and complex!

What can we learn from this?

How to obtain more information?

The national mortar associations should inform their members 

how to manage the changeover. For the time being there is only 

one national guidance document existing. It is in German and has 

been worked out by the German EMO member IWM. If anyone is 

interested in getting a copy of this 162-page-broschure please do 

not hesitate to write a short e-mail to sonja.mrozewski@baustoff
verbaende.de. Please note: The brochure is only available in 

printed form and German language. 

ECSPA, the European Calcium Silicate Producers Association, 

worked out a very helpful guideline for Producers. It describes 

the background of the new Construction Products Regulation and 

contains a lot of detailed information on how to create DOPs and 

how to apply the CE mark to the products. EMO has been invited 

to add the information 

concerning mortars. As 

a result we will have an 

ECSPA-EMO Guideline 

which will soon be 

available on our web-

site.

www.euromortar.com

No. 1 - March 2013

Build the future with mortar!

2nd European Mortar Summit in Barcelona on 

7th June 2013

Following a successful debut in Paris in 2011, the 2nd 

European Mortar Summit will again unite chief executives of 

all major volume manufactures of mortars and ETICS with 

the leaders of globally active speciality mortar companies.

The European mortar industry is changing continuously 

because of the enormous growth of activities in Brussels. 

Therefore the 2nd European Mortar Summit will deal with 

the question of what the future of our industry will look like.
 
At this event the participants could exchange ideas with 

other key decision-makers in order to make contacts at "eye 

level", discuss trends and present themselves and their 

enterprise and continue to be competitive in the market. 

The participants will benefit from lectures by prominent 

experts on sustainable product development and increasing 

market requirements and needs.

The 2nd European Mortar Summit will be held on 7th June in 

Barcelona. The 4 star Hotel Condes de Barcelona is located 

in the heart of the city and provides a suitable environment. 

We would very much like to invite you to this all-day event 

and to the Gala Dinner the evening before!

Information is available from Jane Meyer on 0049 8324 921 -1010 

or by e-mail at: jane.meyer@baumit.de.

Thursday, 6th June 2013
09:00 – 11:00 Technical Committee
11:00 – 13:00 Executive Committee
14:00 – 16:30 General Assembly
19:30 Gala Dinner

Friday, 7th June 2013

08:00 – 17:00 2nd European Mortar Summit “Build the 
future with mortar!”

Schedule:

What delegates can expect from the European Mortar Summit

trendsetting information for decision maker

selected technical lectures on the current state and 

outlook of our industry

an open discussion with experts and industry insider

high-ranking delegates from mortar producers and raw 

material industry

good opportunity and atmosphere for networking

Book online at 
Visa and Mastercard accepted

www.drymix.info/shop

Be part of it!

http://www.drymix.info/shop
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